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May your unfailing 
love be with us, 
LORD, even as we 
put our hope in 
you. 
Isaiah 33.22. 
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Greetings from Ivan
Dear Cooke family, I hope this message finds you well. 

This is an exciting time in the history of Cooke Church. The coming month will see the whole 
congregation engaged in the search for a new minister. With this in mind please be praying for 
the process and for the Kirk session as they consider and interview applicants.

I feel that there is a growing anticipation for the new ministry at Cooke and not just within the 
congregation. A number of my ministerial colleagues and co-workers have been prayer walking 
around the area. If you have any questions or would like to nominate anyone, please don’t 
hesitate in getting in touch.

I am hoping to encourage you to reconnect to Sunday morning services with the realisation that 
our on-line service is important, but ultimately is no substitute to meeting in person.

We worship the Lord who made presence important and we follow His example. I look forward to 
seeing you during this Autumn term.

Blessings,
Ivan

Ministerial Vacancy

As previously reported we are going through the process to enable Cooke to call a new Minister.  
Following a presentation to PCI Linkage Commission on 28th September, we were delighted to 
be granted leave to call a new Minister on a seven-year reviewable tenure basis.  We are now 
seeking nominations of suitable candidates from any member of the congregation and would 
invite you to nominate suitable candidates for consideration. You are also encouraged to listen to 
potential candidates online and to make nominations where you feel appropriate. 
 
Nominations should be made in writing to the Clerk of Session, Mrs Elaine MacNeill, on or before 
Sunday 5th December 2021 and these will be considered alongside any applications received 
from interested candidates.  

agm 2020

We didn’t have an AGM last year due to the Pandemic but are required to have one this year to 
finalise the 2020 Annual Reports.

We will have the AGM after the service on Sunday 12th December.

Sunday School is re-starting with a new name - Little Cookes! 

We have missed sharing services with many from our congregation during the 
pandemic, but we have especially missed hearing the voices of our children 
and young people with all their laughter, enthusiasm and energy. It has been 

wonderful to see them on screen as they have taken part in services, but 
it will be so encouraging to be able to worship God together as an inter-

generational church family.

Our team of Sunday School teachers will be led by Naomi Riddel. On the first 
Sunday back there are rumours of having a Little Cookes Bake Off! 

Can’t wait to hear more about that!  

Commencing Sunday 7th November 
during the Morning Service
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Our spiritual health depends on being with each other. If we can’t be with each other, we find 
it unnatural to worship, difficult to pray and struggle to resist temptation. We need each other, 
because without vital fellowship together, we suffer and the church is torn apart.

Church is something bigger and more wonderful than we often think. Biblically, there are 5 values 
of church

 • Drawing near to God
 • Spurring each other on
 • Being the body of Christ
 • Loving and being loved
 • Being transformed by the Holy Spirit

It’s easy to fall into the bad habit of giving up on meeting together. Many may have struggled to 
stay engaged with online church, or may have disengaged completely, whilst younger children 
might have trouble remembering what ordinary church was like or who was there.

For those of us who have been back to church, it’s great to be meeting in person. 

Covid restrictions have eased but keeping everyone safe is our priority. If you have any symptoms 
of Coronavirus, please stay home, take medical advice and keep safe. 

In church social distancing is being observed and hand sanitiser is readily available. We still wear 
masks whilst moving around and during the singing, although some feel safer wearing their mask 
all the time. Names and contact details are recorded for Track and Trace purposes. We are back 
to serving refreshments but with social distancing. Some organisations have resumed activities 
and we would love to welcome everyone back to church again.  One person has said that they 
feel safer in church than in their local supermarket! 

Dr Campbell will be celebrating Communion on Sunday 7th November and Sunday School is re-
starting that Sunday as well, perhaps that is a date you could put in your calendar to come back 
to church, or if you feel it is still too soon, join us on line at www.cooke.church. 

we need each other
Reception

Karen Curran // Lorraine Beatty // Eleanor Brennan // Jonathan McWilliams

Welcome team FOR November

Reception

Stephanie Bennis // Hilary Brunt // Stephen Campbell // Clive Morrow // Colin Riddel

Welcome team FOR December

Reception

Jackie Heasley // Barbara Taylor // Joan Hamilton // Carol Reynolds // Jonathan McWilliams

Welcome team FOR JANUARY

remembrance Sunday

This year we are going to have our Service of Remembrance at the start of the service at 
11.00am. 

Prof Patton Taylor will lead the Remembrance Service and Mr R Minnis & Mr R Wisoner will 
represent the congregation by laying wreaths of Remembrance. 

The screens are not normally used on Remembrance Sunday but under Covid restriction 
guidelines, we are unable to distribute hymn sheets. This means that the screens will be required 
for the words of the hymns, but only after the Service of Remembrance has finished.

The first Sunday in Advent is 28th November when the Christmas trees will be in place and the 
1st candle in the Advent wreath will be lit. 

The 2nd Sunday has also become known as Toy Sunday, when we bring gifts which are later 
distributed through Women’s Aid to bring joy to families who have been through difficult times. 

This is always a joyful service and this year we are also looking forward to welcoming Padre 
Jonathan Newell and the family of Heather and Darryl Stacey to celebrate the baptism of Harrison 
Stacey.

The 3rd Sunday will be led by our Convenor Rev Ivan Steen and will be followed by the 
congregational AGM 

On the 4th Sunday, Prof. Patton Taylor will lead our morning service and the Little Cookes will 
share their Nativity service. That evening we will hold our traditional Carol service.

On Christmas morning, Dr Campbell will welcome the birth of a baby, born in a manger, over 
2000 years ago. Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.   

We would love you to join us as we enter this season of Joy and Hopefulness and let’s look 
forward to the birth of Christ together as a Church family.

advent & Christmas Services
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We fully appreciate that the present situation has impacted people in every aspect of our lives, 
including financially.

Due to Covid restrictions, we were unable to send out details of free will offering contributions 
up to September last year nor have we been able to do so this year. If you would like to check, 
update your contributions or arrange a standing order please contact Roger or Elaine MacNeill.

free will offering

We continue to be very blessed by the generosity of our 
congregation and partner congregations in donations to 
Foodstore.  

Together with Ballynafeigh Methodist, Good Shepherd 
and St John’s, Newtownbreda we have provided over 50 
hampers to families in need since Foodstore started in late 
August.  These have been distributed through our partners, 
Belfast and Lisburn Women’s Aid, Ballynafeigh Community 
Development Association and Ark Housing.   

It truly is a wonderful outreach from the Ballynafeigh church 
community to what is likely to be an ever-increasing need. 
Donations may be brought to Cooke services on Sunday 
mornings or left at the halls on Tuesday mornings between 
10.30 -11.30am.

Food Store

As we continue through the remaining months of this year please pray for: 

• Rev. Ivan Steen as our vacancy convenor; Members of Kirk Session as they consider 
nominations and applications from potential ministerial candidates and, our congregation, as 
we consider and hear candidates put forward. 

     You may find these words helpful:

Holy Spirit,
Please guide those who are seeking the right person for us,
and those who are seeking the right place for their ministry,

that together we may discover your way for the future
and see your kingdom grow.

• Please pray also for wisdom and discernment for all decision makers at the Climate Change 
Conference COP26. 

• Pray also for those known to you who are ill or in hospital and also those who have recently 
been bereaved.

Elder Emeritus

Mrs Judy Corscadden recently retired as an 
active Elder and has been given the status of 
Elder Emeritus. 

Judy was presented with the gift of a Bible as 
a token of our appreciation of her 34 years of 
service to this congregation since her Ordination 
on 1st February 1987.   

prayer points

Deaconess Training

In September 2021, Mrs Cathy Smith, who many of you will know is an Elder in our congregation, 
started her training to become a Deaconess with the Presbyterian Church. 

As well as attending lectures in Union College each week, Cathy will be working alongside the 
Deaconess in Whiteabbey Presbyterian Church and taking part in their church activities and 
Worship services. 

Cathy won’t be with us in Cooke each Sunday though she hopes to be able to come occasionally, 
but she is settling well into the life of that congregation and sends her love and good wishes to 
everyone in Cooke.



M: 07912 444356
E: ivansteen@hotmail.com

IVAN STEEN
Vacancy Convenor

POINTS OF CONTACT

The Editor and proof readers reserve the right to exclude or alter content within articles as a consequence of space restrictions and to comply with the ethos and values of the church.

Date  Time  Service

7th November
14th November
21st November
28th November

5th December
12th December
19th December

25th December
26th December

2nd January

11:00am
11:00am
11:00am
11:00am

11:00am
11:00am
11:00am
7:00pm
10:30am
11:00am

11:00am

Communion & Welcome back to Sunday School – Dr S J Campbell
Remembrance Day Service – Prof. Patton Taylor

Ross Cunningham
1st Sunday in Advent – Ross Cunningham

2nd Sunday in Advent - Baptism and Toy Sunday - Rev J Newell
3rd Sunday in Advent & AGM – Rev I Steen

4th Sunday in Advent – 11.00 am Prof Patton Taylor
Carols by Candlelight

Christmas Day – 10.30am Dr S J Campbell
Boxing day – Virtual Message

Communion

Worship in November, December and January

Dates for your diary

T: 02890 471989
M: 07801 883591
E: elaine@cooke.church

ELAINE MACNEILL
Clerk of Session

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.

Jeremiah 29:11


